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The Church:  Somewhere You Go,
or Something You Are?
Dear People of God,
Water splashes; a small child cries; promises are made; a white garment is worn; the Paschal Candle glows; responsibilities are embraced; the casket closes; tears are shed as one chapter ends and another begins.  Baptismal promises undertaken decades ago are once again remembered; the Paschal Candle glows yet again; responsibilities once undertaken with the help of the Holy Spirit are now laid to rest.  November heralds the festival known as All Saints which calls to mind the reality we call church. 

This time of year, we focus our understanding of “church” to include all baptized believers on earth and all baptized believers in eternal life, knowing full well that the day of our baptism and the day of our death are simply two halves of the same whole…the day of promises made and the day of promises fulfilled.

The festival of All Saints is like a homecoming day.  We know that the church is much larger than what we can see.  It is earthly, including you and me and all believers in Christ who fight the good fight of faith.  The church is heavenly - a far greater number who have died with Christ in their heart and on their lips and who now are in life eternal.  November is a time to come home to a significant truth:  the church is not somewhere you go, it is something you become.  November invites us to come back home to this truth because often we depart from it by the way we describe the church.  By the way we relate to it we proclaim to others, unfortunately, that the church is just one organization among many to which we belong.
When the church is somewhere you go, you go only when you think you need it—when nothing more exciting is planned.  Some people come as they would come to Safeway—to stock up on enough religious groceries to last for a while.  When the church is somewhere you go, you support its ministry of service when you remember, when you feel generous, when you feel guilty.  And when you’re not here, your support is withheld, your encouragement is silent, and your loving presence is missed.  When the church is somewhere you go, your attendance depends on your mood swings, 
your sense of what might gratify your immediate-felt needs or your attempt to motivate the regard or respect of others around you.
But if the church is something you are, the day you are joined to Jesus Christ in baptism, drowned in the water of His death and raised dripping wet with the forgiven grace of Easter, then that means you and I are flesh and blood representatives of Christ.  It means that wherever you go each day in life, the church is present – at work, at play, in disagreement, in forgiveness, in tenderness, in effort, in illness, in recovery, and at the hour of death.
Come home to this truth today and realize that you are a forgiven flesh and blood representative of Jesus.  Hear the apostle Peter’s invitation:

As you come to him, the living Stone - rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to 
him – you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:4,5)
Because the church is not some place to go but rather something you become, you stand in unique relationship to God. You stand in unique relationship to the people around you, for sharing a common baptism into Christ, they share a holy priesthood with you.  The word worth noting here is, “priest.”  The word priest is derived from the Latin word Pontifex which means bridge-builder.  The Bible calls Jesus our great high priest.  He has become the bridge over which you and I can come home to our heavenly Father.  We have His care, His concern, His loving help, His plan for our days.
When we finally embrace the truth that church is something we are, then baptismal remembrance, Bible study and Eucharist are indispensable in maintaining and growing our unique relationship to God and to each other as the earthly church on the way to becoming God’s heavenly church.

Sincerely,
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Budget Needs

Halfway through this year, a decrease in offerings began to affect our church budget.  By the end of September it became apparent that our income would not offset expenses.  Regrettably our financial commitment to District has had to be put on hold. Council felt compelled to bring this situation to parishioners.   Excluding our District commitment, the deficit represents about two percent of the budget, so we should be able to raise funds to meet our needs. 

At the general assembly meeting on October 16, parishioners voted to hold a one-day special offering to raise the funds needed to pay the District (approximately $9,000) and use any additional funds donated to offset this year’s budget needs.  This special offering will take place December 4.  We are in the process of scheduling November 20th as the date a District representative will offer an overview of how our contributions are used, and we will define specifics for budget needs.

We ask each parishioner to carefully consider his/her contribution to our church.  Council has been and will continue to use funds responsibly and will consider where further budget cuts can be made. Council has discussed the possibility of offering events for Valley residents that could generate revenue as well as promote the benefits of membership at Faith Lutheran Church. 

Blessings abound at Faith… Attendance is strong, programs continue to serve the needs of parishioners, the facility has never looked better and our beloved Pastor continues to keep us grounded in scripture and our faith.  This small financial dip is a great opportunity for us to re-evaluate ourselves and think about opportunities not yet considered. 


In love and service,


Cheryl Casciani
Fellowship Happenings

Wow!  You did it again, Faith Lutheran!  Our Fellowship Board asked for help with our Oktoberfest luncheon, and you delivered beyond our hopes and expectations.  If you attended Oktoberfest last month, you know that we had two large tables filled with wonderful food choices plus another table filled with fantastic dessert options.  We even had a beautiful, custom-decorated black forest cake, which was special-ordered and donated by Helen Conrad.  We all enjoyed the luncheon, the music, and the fellowship.  As a matter of fact, we have pictures of Oktoberfest posted on the bulletin board in Goehring Hall.  Thank you, everyone, for all your help in making the event successful.

Currently, the Fellowship Board is planning two more 2011 celebrations, including a reception following the ecumenical Thanksgiving service on November 24th and a Christmas party after church on December 18th.   Soon, you will have an opportunity to donate cookies for the Thanksgiving reception and food for the Christmas party.  I know, based on our Oktoberfest experience, that you will donate wonderful dishes, and that both events will be successful.

As we look forward to hosting a variety of fellowship events in 2012, we face a new financial challenge and will need to be more careful than ever with our spending.  Consequently, we will need to celebrate birthdays with donated treats instead of store-bought birthday cakes, lighten our coffee with powdered creamer, host pot-luck luncheons, and provide a place for folks to make donations to help defray our costs.  The best way you can help right now is to sign up to host coffee fellowship.  
I have total confidence in our congregation, and know that you will help us continue to make fellowship a priority in the coming year.  Thanks again, Faith Lutheran, for all your help and support.

Susie Ryan, 


Board of Fellowship Chair
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EDNA CARLSON, A BELOVED MEMBER OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, recently garnered civic attention at her 103rd birthday.  Missing in the following article is the fact that Edna is a faithful worshipper at Faith every Sunday and a frequent attendee at Pastor John Marozik’s Tuesday afternoon Bible class which meets at Merrill Gardens.

“Edna Carlson, a native of Minnesota, celebrated her 103rd birthday recently at Merrill Gardens, where she has resided for the past eight years.  According to Merrill Gardens Activity Director Karen Estefan, Carlson is an active person, walking sometimes to the Safeway, which is several blocks from her residence.  She also uses a free membership at the Park Point Health Club where she enjoys taking the water aerobics class from time to time.  She has 
two daughters, one in Texas and the other in Kentfield (Marin County).” [Sonoma Index-Tribune]
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Matthew Dencklau is currently stationed at Camp Casey in South Korea.  He is attached to the 2nd Infantry Division.  He is currently driving a Bradley Fighting Vehicle and has now begun the process of being certified to fire the gunnery that is on it.  He is in charge of driving the Lieutenant of his platoon around. He lives on base and has his room right now all to himself.  He says the weather is very similar to ours and that they too are in their fall season right now.  Their winter, though, is going to be much colder than here.  He is really enjoying it there especially when he is busy on maneuvers.  He was promoted to rank of Private First Class earlier in this fall.


Matt is now able to receive goodie packages; some suggestions: Blueberry Pop Tarts, Granola bars, Trail mix, Jiff peanut butter, popcorn (microwaveable) and anything like cookies.  Items can be sent in a flat rate box and because it is going to an APO address there is a reduced fee. However, a customs form needs to be filled out for the mailing.  These are available at the post office.

If you would like to send him a note or Christmas card, he would love it.  Christmas cards have to be sent by mid-November in order to reach him in time.  His address is: 

  

Matthew Dencklau

C. Co. 1 BSTB

Unit #15087

APO, AP 96224

GUIDANCE FOR DAILY DEVOTION     Audrey Kleinhans, a dear personal friend of Pastor Tom 
from his former parish in Gardnerville, Nevada, offers the following insights from a former pastor of hers, Pastor Bill Vaswig (known throughout the Lutheran church as a spiritual mentor on prayer).  
He once wrote:

If you do not already have a daily prayer and devotional discipline, the following might be useful:

1. Offer a brief prayer of invocation:  Lord, open my heart and mind to your word.  Speak into my mind Your word of truth.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

2. Read a Bible story (start with the New Testament).  If you are using a devotional book, it will suggest a Bible reading and follow it up with a written reflection.  Pause to silently ponder the reading.  Ask yourself, what is God saying to me through this reading? What is God calling me to do today?

3. Begin your prayer time with praise and thanksgiving (Psalm 145-150 offers a useful pattern for praise).  Offer a prayer of confession for your sins and shortcomings 
(Psalm 51 is always helpful here).  Finally, bring your prayers and intercessions to God.

4. Close with the Lord’s Prayer.

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS COMMUNITY CONCLUDES ITS SEASON

Our Thursday evening Bible Class Community which meets in Goehring Hall with Pastor Tom at 6:30pm continues and concludes its current season with a two-week study of the New Testament Book of Jude.

This facet of our congregation’s life is laid aside during the month of December to encourage its members to join with others in the congregation to attend our Advent Wednesday service series for 2011.

Joining Pastor Tom will be Pastors Alan Piotter and Jack Geistlinger who will be providing a special devotional series to unfold on the three Wednesdays of Advent, November 30th, December 7th, and December 14th.  Stay tuned for more information!



A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY Each year on Thanksgiving Day an Ecumenical inter-faith service welcoming clergy and people from the variety of faith traditions in our valley meet at one of our local congregations. Members of Faith Lutheran Church have attended these services through the years. We, in past years, have had our own Thanksgiving morning service at the same time here at Faith. This year it will be our pleasure to welcome the participants from our community representing a variety of faith traditions to celebrate Thanksgiving morning together here at Faith Lutheran Church on Thanksgiving morning, November 24th at 10:00am. A special coffee fellowship will be held in Goehring Hall immediately after the service for our members and many guests on Thanksgiving Day. We hope that you will be able to join us. 
KEEPING CURRENT    We are always in the process of updating our records to be up-to-date.  Please contact Valerie in the church office if you have recently moved or have a new phone number.  Thanks! 
STAPLES REWARDS    With the recent opening of the Staples office supply store, our church has been issued a Staples Rewards Card.  By using this card, we will receive many discounts and opportunities to save on office supplies.  One of the features of the Rewards program is receiving 2.00 for each used printer toner cartridge returned to Staples for recycling.  You too can help us redeem this amount.  Please drop off your used toner cartridges at the church office at any time and we will take them to Staples when picking up office supplies. Thanks—we appreciate your help!
THE DUCK IS DEAD!    A woman brought a very limp duck to a veterinary surgeon. As she laid her pet on the table, the vet pulled out his stethoscope and listened to the bird’s chest.  After a moment or two, the vet shook his head and sadly said, “I’m sorry, your duck, Cuddles, has passed away.”  The distressed woman wailed, “Are you sure?”  “Yes, I am sure.  Your duck is dead,” replied the vet.
“How can you be so sure?” she protested.  “I mean you haven’t done any testing on him or anything.  He might just be in a coma or something.”  The vet turned around and left the room.  He returned a few minutes later with a black Labrador Retriever.  As the duck’s owner looked on in amazement, the dog stood on his hind legs, put his front paws on the examination table and sniffed the duck from top to bottom.  He then looked up at the vet with sad eyes and shook his head.  The vet patted the dog on the head and took it out of the room.  A few minutes later he returned with a cat.  The cat jumped on the table and also delicately sniffed the duck from head to foot.  The cat sat back on its haunches, shook its head, meowed softly and strolled out of the room.

The vet looked at the woman and said, “I’m sorry, but as I said, this is most definitely, 100% certifiably, a dead duck.”  The vet turned to his computer terminal, hit a few keys and produced a bill, which he handed to the woman.  The duck’s owner, still in shock, took the bill.  “$1500!” she cried, “$1500 just to tell me my duck is dead!”

The vet shrugged, “I’m sorry.  If you had just taken my word for it, the bill would have been $20, but with the Lab Report and the Cat Scan, it’s now $1500.”

Getting to Know You…“Group Dinners”

Learn more about the people in your congregation 
in an intimate, social setting!

Mission Outreach is conducting a poll to see 
if there is interest in re-instating the 

Dinners for “4”, “6”, or “8” starting in February 2012

The monthly dinners consist of a member host 
providing the main course, coffee and tea.

Other members bring appetizers, side dishes, 
salads, desserts, and wine.

Please complete the questionnaire at the bottom and return to
Judy Hill or Anna Dohse by November 30, 2011

____
Interested in joining a Group of 4 for monthly dinners at members’ homes or restaurants

____
Interested in joining a Group of 6 for monthly dinners at members’ homes or restaurants

____
Interested in joining a Group of 8 for monthly dinners at members’ homes or restaurants

Name: ________________________________________________________

Tel #: _________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________
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Notes From Annie’s Organics

October 15, 2011

Hi everyone,

I’m not quite sure how I feel about my garden right now!

I am disappointed that my crop was so meager.  Sure, I had lots and lots of yummy heirloom tomatoes, but pretty much everything else I planted didn’t do well.  Okay, we had a really late spring and not much of a summer, so I can’t put the blame on myself, but it’s not what I thought it would be or wanted it to be!  Mother nature has a weird sense of humor.

I’ve given a lot of thought regarding the future of Annie’s Organics.  My biggest decision is that less is more.  So here’s what I’m thinking:

Tomatoes and herbs only for next summer!  I obviously have no problem growing the tomatoes and the herbs will be good, too.  So forget the zucs and squash and beets and carrots and eggplants and, and, and!!!  I will grow that which grows well in my garden. If you agree with me, or if you disagree with me, please sign on the bottom of this letter and drop into my folder.   Your input is important to me…after all, it’s your garden and I want what you want.  Fall/winter crops will be grown in the greenhouse to avoid last year’s disaster!

Yours in Faith and Fellowship, Annie

I think growing just tomatoes and herbs is a splendid idea…go for it! _______

I think you should try again to grow seasonal veggies…don’t give up! _______

___________________________________________________________

Name
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Matt (far left) out on maneuvers with his platoon














PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS
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