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LET’S GOOGLE OUR WAY THROUGH LENT!
Dear Family & Friends of Faith:
The people of God now live “on-line.”  We use new words every day reflecting this reality which, if we were to use them 20 years ago, would have left our hearers with stares of bewilderment.  One of the more amusing verbs in our common speech is “Google” — an on-line search for information. It can also be an on-line search for a roadmap to our destination.
On Ash Wednesday (February 22nd this year) we, as God’s family, begin our journey toward baptismal immersion into the death and resurrection of Christ…the great mystery and motivation of Easter.  This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus our attention on five “covenants” God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures.  On each of five Lenten Sundays we will use these “covenants” (sacred agreements between God and His people) as lenses through which to view our baptismal life.

On our first Sunday of Lent (February 26th), we will hear the voice of the Apostle Peter call to us from across the generations to connect the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism.  The baptismal covenant is made with each of us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is a life lived in service to the people around us in Christ.

On the second Sunday of Lent (March 4th), the second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is one made with Abraham and Sarah:  God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant.  St. Paul will tell us that this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life.  We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in our personal faith.  Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on the Lord Jesus Christ.

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings (on the 3rd Sunday of Lent—March 11th) is the central one in Israel’s history:  the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery.  The 
Ten Commandments are one of the chief parts of Martin Luther’s Catechism, a core piece of baptismal learning.  They begin with a statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppress us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives.  When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, He is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods.

The fourth of God’s Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent (on the 4th Sunday of Lent which—March 18th) is the promise God makes to Moses:  those who look on the bronze serpent will live.  In the Gospel for this Sunday, Jesus says He will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent:  so that those who look to Him in faith will live.  When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.  

On the fifth Sunday of Lent (March 25th, the last Sunday before Holy Week), God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future:  a covenant that will allow all people to know God by heart.  We, as God’s people, see this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to Himself when He is lifted up on the cross.  Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s light and truth into our hearts.  We see God’s heart most clearly in the way Jesus shares human suffering, in an agony that the readings for this Sunday describe.
May God bless your Lenten journey this year.  May it be a time of purposeful reflection for you 
(both on Sundays and on Wednesday evenings) so that your baptismal relationship to God in Christ will take on deeper meaning and be further revealed in your daily experience of Christ.  


A blessed, purposeful, and happy Lent to all of us!
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NEW MEMBER PREPARATION RETREAT

NEW THIS YEAR!  Folks considering membership in the household of Faith are invited to a new member preparation retreat which will be held in Goehring Hall on Saturday, February 25th from 9:00am – 2:00pm.  Lunch will be included.  During this time, we will emphasize the highlights of Christian faith as taught and expressed by Lutheran people and lived out within our Faith community here in our parish.  This retreat can also be a time of renewal for current members as well.

New Member Sunday will occur on the following day, Sunday, February 26th.  Pray for the Holy Sprit’s guidance upon our new members and our current members seeking renewal in their faith as both new members and current members are God’s gifts to all of us!
ENDOWMENT UPDATE:   At our January General Assembly meeting we formally approved Thrivent as the manager of our endowment monies.  Thrivent is the former Aid Association for Lutherans organization many of us knew, and is a Fortune 500 company.  That means it's strong and we can rely on them.   Many of you will recall yearly visits to us from Marla Vickrey, our local Thrivent connection from Santa Rosa.  She would host a coffee fellowship after church and be available for questions or appointments with members.  We expect to see her a bit more often here in the future and we shall be placing the idea of endowments before us to promote the ongoing work of the kingdom.


Harry Akre


The Value of Elders

Nearly seven years ago our congregation agreed to institute a Board of Elders.  It was not a smooth process. There were many heated discussions and wounded relationships.  New ideas and changes can be challenging and difficult. As it turns out, the Board and those serving have proven to be a blessing to our congregation.  This group meets monthly to discuss the needs of parishioners, specific confidential needs of individuals and issues not appropriate for council.  It’s reassuring to know the issues and concern that come before the Board of Elders are kept confidential.  

Individuals have come and gone over the past six and a half years, however, two of our Elders have remained steadfast and completed two three-year terms and are now stepping down:  Eva Westberg and Herb Heil.  A list of terms was distributed at the last general assembly meeting and is printed below. According to the constitution and by-laws, the Board of Elders nominates new Elders and presents the list of nominees to our church council for acceptance.  Council then makes a recommendation to the general assembly for confirmation; this will take place in March. 

All of our Elders deserve our appreciation for their upstanding service.  Eva and Herb are to be commended for their faithful dedication for more than six years!  

 
1st Term
2nd Term
Term Ends

Herb Heil
8/05
2008
2011

Eva Westberg
8/05
2008
2011

Don Rachuy
4/07
2010
2013

Ross Dencklau
4/08
2011
2014

Beulah Lindsay
4/08
2011
2014

Don Russell
10/09
2012
2015


In love and service,


Cheryl Casciani


POP CAN TABS    Please save all your pop can tabs for Ronald McDonald House!  Drop them off in the container on the counter in the narthex.


Thank You


Women’s Bible Fellowship

APPLE OF HIS EYE    The Lutheran parish elementary school kids lined up in the cafeteria, eagerly clutching their trays.  At the head of the table was an enormous bowl of apples.  One of the teachers had posted a note on it:  “Take only one, God is watching.”  Farther along the lunch line at the end of the table was a large platter of chocolate chip cookies.  A child had written a note:  “Take all you want, God is watching the apples.”

INSTALLATION SET FOR FEBRUARY 12TH    The congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
333 Woodland Avenue, San Rafael, CA invites members and friends of Faith to the installation of Rev. Matthew Switzer as Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church on Sunday February 12th.  The service will begin at 3:00pm, with a reception to follow.

PEW REPAIR     We at Faith have faith that our pews will not fail us.  As many of you know for a "number of years" we have had problems with our pews splitting, middle supports nearly falling 
off, etc.  Probably the most spectacular "pew failure" was when we were in the care of 
Pastor Geistlinger and a short "pew bench" in the chancel collapsed under him during a service.  Pastor Geistlinger's reaction gave new meaning to the term "Holy water;" later there was expression of "Holy Smoke."  The very good news is that Pastor Geistlinger was not hurt.  But he sure could have been.  

Not wanting this to happen to 5 or 6 members of the church during services (or any other time for that matter) volunteer repair has been applied in one manner or another to most of our pews.  We very much wish to thank those who have worked hard over the past years to keep our pews quite literally "together."  

In recognition of this problem, several courses of action were given consideration.  Committees were formed.  Studies of alternatives made.  All this leading to a congregation decision to repair our existing pews.  Needless to say, this whole project has been proceeding forward in the finest tradition of the "Western Catholic Church" (of which we Lutherans are a part) at Glacial speed.  

A few months ago, the most badly "broken" pew was selected for "test repair."  This pew was repaired by Mr. John Moldovan, a professional furniture builder/repair person.  This pew is located on the left side of the church as you face the chancel, second back from the front.  Prior to repair, the center support was completely split and there were other problems causing it to be very unstable.  
I invite you to please take a look at this pew as the "repairs" are not visible without fairly close inspection.  A "somewhat anonymous" donor paid to have this pew repaired as a test/example.
So now we are "one down" with twenty-six to go.  The cost of the test repair was $100.  However, 
Mr. Moldovan said that if he can repair 5 or 6 at a time the cost will be $50 to $100 per pew, depending on the amount of work required.  For planning purposes, $75/pew. 
Now it comes down to MONEY.  As all members and friends of Faith know our regular budget is challenged with financial "issues." (We don't have problems any more, only "issues.")  What we are asking is that those of you who feel so inclined, please feel welcome to:  Sponsor a Pew by writing a separate check to Faith Lutheran Church and on the check please write in large print PEW REPAIR.  You don't have to donate $75.  Any amount you are comfortable with will be gladly and gratefully accepted. Please, place this donation in an envelope with "PEW REPAIR" and your envelope number written on the outside and put it in the offering plate.  

When we have enough money ($75 x 5 = $375) we will contact Mr. Moldovan to repair the next 
5 pews, or more depending on the level of donations.  We have commitments for sponsorship of 
3 more pews already.
If you have any questions, please feel welcome to contact me.
Sincerely,
Herb Heil, for Pew and Property Committees.
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The holy season of Lent is a wonderful time to experience fellowship, worship, prayer, and delicious soup as well!  Our “Wednesday Lenten Series” begins on the Wednesday after Ash Wednesday.  This series occurs in Goehring Hall with a savory soup supper beginning at 6:00pm; Faith’s choir departs at 6:30 for a brief rehearsal in the Sanctuary and rejoins the community at 7:00pm for the Lenten service itself which will again this year be conducted in Goehring Hall.  We invite and encourage your warm-hearted participation.
Like a courtroom drama, a series of witnesses come forward to give testimony about their experiences with the accused – Jesus Christ.  Through their accounts we come to know the truth—that Jesus came to take our place in the defendant’s chair.  Our Wednesday evening services will include dramatic monologues, thematic hymns and prayers.  
February 29th
“The voice of Judas” (Mark 14:16, 32-42)



Jesus’ betrayer defends his actions.

March 7th

“The voice Annas” (John 18:12-24)



A chief priest discusses Jesus’ arrest.

March 14th

“The voice of Caiaphas” (Matthew 26:57-68)



The high priest faces off with the son of God.

March 21st

“The voice of Peter (Luke 22:54-62)



Jesus’ bold disciple speaks of his weak faith.

March 28th

“The voice of Herod” (Luke 23:1-12)



One King of the Jews testifies against another.

CELEBRATING OUR LIFE OF FAITH RETREAT   It used to be called our annual “Goal Setting” retreat.  “Celebrating our life of faith” is perhaps a more apt title for this experience which will include Boards and committees in our parish and any and all interested folks.  It will occur on Saturday, March 3rd from 9:00am - Noon in Goehring Hall.  We will consider such topics as:  how to increase the effectiveness of our outreach into the community, our in-reach to the needs of our people here, and new ministries to consider which would allow us to more completely celebrate our life of faith.  Please consider “coming on board” for this informative, challenging and delightful experience.

BRING IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER     As many of our Grapevine readers are aware, Faith Lutheran Church sponsors an active prayer chain.  This group of folks has experienced changes in its membership.  Over time, some of our members have left us and others have stepped forward to serve.  We’d like to have a meeting for all of our current prayer chain members and any men and women who would like to join this ministry to a meeting immediately following the celebration of worship on Sunday, February 19th.  We’ll use this time to review simple procedures and encourage one another in our work on behalf of our people.

THE GREEN THING     Checking out at the store, the young cashier suggested to the older woman that she should bring her own grocery bags because plastic bags weren't good for the environment. The woman apologized and explained, "We didn't have this green thing back in my earlier days."  The clerk responded, "That's our problem today. Your generation did not care enough to save our environment for future generations."  She was right -- our generation didn't have the green thing in its day.  Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over. So they really were recycled. But we didn't have the green thing back in our day.  We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an escalator in every store and office building. We walked to the grocery store and didn't climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go two blocks. But she was right. We didn't have the green thing in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't have the throw-away kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy gobbling machine burning up 220 volts -- wind and solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady is right; we didn't have the green thing back in our day.
Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in every room. And the TV had a small screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Montana. 
In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have electric machines to do everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity.  But she's right; we didn't have the green thing back then.
We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got dull. But we didn't have the green thing back then.
Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of turning their moms into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn't need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.  But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we didn't have the green thing back then?  















PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS
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